Roads (Scotland) Act 1984

The Compulsory Purchase by Public Authorities (Inquiries Procedure) (Scotland) Rules 1998

Public Inquiry into Objections against Draft Road Orders, Compulsory Purchase Orders and associated Environmental Statement for Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 

John McIntosh

Statement of Case - June 2008 

My name is John McIntosh. I live at East Brotherfield, Kingswells, Aberdeen.  My wife Carol McIntosh and I are joint owners of East Brotherfield Farm, on which draft Compulsory Purchase Order 200[ ]  has been served.  

As a statutory objector to the above, I wish to present evidence for consideration at the forthcoming public local inquiry.

1.0 Introduction

The proposed Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (AWPR) is a large scale road development. The implementation, construction and operation of the road will have implications for myself and my family as individuals, as farmers, as UK and Scottish taxpayers, and as citizens of Aberdeen.

It is my belief that the justification of the need for a peripheral road or bypass around Aberdeen has not been adequately demonstrated in the published information made available by the local, regional and national authorities. Nevertheless I accept, albeit reluctantly, that the need for the road cannot be contested at this inquiry.

Notwithstanding the above it is my firm belief that if a road is to be built around Aberdeen then the choice of route proposed by the promoters will result in a road which does not compare favourably with other alternative routes in terms of cost and environmental impact and that this will be to the detriment of myself, my family and the public at large. 

It is my opinion that the promoters have failed to demonstrate that this route has been appraised properly in accordance with national guidelines and European directives.

For these reasons I believe that there is a clear case for the work on this route to cease immediately and for a new appraisal process to commence including the reassessment of objectives and the assessment of new alternative routes to meet these objectives.

2.0 Outline Case

2.1 For the Road as a Whole

I will examine

2.1.1 The appraisal process including

· The STAG report for the MTS

· The STAG 1 appraisals for the five routes consulted upon in Spring 2005 and for the Eastern Tunnel proposed by Aberdeen Greenbelt Alliance

· The STAG 1 appraisal for the Milltimber Brae / Stonehaven Fastlink published on the AWPR website in October 2007

· The Interim STAG Report published in June 2008

· The MVA Scheme Testing Report

2.1.2 Design comparisons between the proposed route and alternative routes previously considered

2.1.3 Economic comparisons between the proposed route and alternative routes previously considered

2.1.4 Environmental impact comparisons between the proposed route and alternative routes previously considered

2.2 For the Southern Leg

I will examine

2.2.1 Environmental impacts within the Silverburn Valley

2.2.2 Amenity and leisure impacts within the Silverburn Valley

2.2.2 The surface water runoff / drainage from the road to watercourses within and adjacent to my property, including the efficacy of Suds and Containment Ponds

2.2.3 The potential effect of construction works on the watercourses within and adjacent to my property

2.2.3 The potential effect of the works during and after construction on my private water supply

2.2.4 The effect of the road on the viability of my farm

2.2.5 Safety implications arising from the increased traffic flows on the C127 and from the associated alterations to the C127 

2.3 Alternative Routes 

The alternative routes that I will refer to in my evidence will be routes already considered by Transport Scotland and their Managing Agents. During the course of the inquiry alternative routes referred to by others may reinforce the arguments which I will make; in which case I reserve the right to include these in any verbal submissions which I may make during the inquiry.

3.0 Representation and Witnesses

It is my intention to present my evidence in person. However I wish to reserve the right to introduce further witnesses if required. This will be determined by the outcome of discussions with other objectors and will be finalised before the due date for submittal of precognitions.

4.0 Document List

My document list is given overleaf. This is additional to documents already listed by Transport Scotland. I reserve the right to produce further documents which may arise in the final preparation of my case or as a result of further information being released by Transport Scotland. 

John McIntosh

23rd June 2008

John McIntosh – Document List

	Document

Number
	Description

	JM1

JM2

JM3

JM4

JM5

JM6

JM7

JM8

JM9

JM10

JM11

JM12

JM13

JM14
	E-mail from John McIntosh to Scottish Executive dated 17/01/06 requesting information under FOISA

Response from Transport Scotland to John McIntosh dated 23/01/06

Letter from John McIntosh to Transport Scotland dated 12/02/06

Letter from John McIntosh to Transport Scotland dated 01/03/06

Letter from Transport Scotland to John McIntosh dated 13/03/06

Letter from Transport Scotland to J McIntosh and CA McIntosh dated 25/09/07 re CPO 200[ ]

Letter from Transport Scotland to John McIntosh dated 21/02/08 with attachments

Letter from John McIntosh to Transport Scotland dated 28/02/08

Response from Transport Scotland to John McIntosh dated 25/04/08

Letter from John McIntosh to Transport Scotland dated 28/04/08

Letter from Transport Scotland to John McIntosh dated 21/05/08 with attachments

Letter from John McIntosh to Transport Scotland dated 28/05/08

Latest STAG Guidelines published May 2008

Comparison of STAG 1 Results for all Routes and against MVA dated 12/06/08


