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Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route: Public Local Inquiry

Statement of Case from Culter Community Council

 Culter Community Council (CCC) represents the citizens of the ‘village’ of Peterculter and the countryside around it which comprise the western-most suburb of the city of Aberdeen.  Although ‘Peterculter’ is the correct postal address and map reference for our community, it is known locally just as much as Culter as it is Peterculter.  Any mention made in this Statement (and later in our Precognition) about ‘Culter’ will therefore be synonymous with ‘Peterculter’.

The members of CCC have always worked, and as far as possible pro-actively, to maintain and improve the well-being and sustainability of our whole community.  This has led us from the start to support the principle of an Aberdeen by-pass.  In the interests of safety and overall benefit to our community, the members of CCC and the citizens of Culter welcomed the idea of diverting the ever-increasing numbers of HGVs and a large portion of through traffic from the ‘unofficial Aberdeen by-pass’ through our ‘High Street’, the North Deeside Road (A93) and the B979.

With the above reasons in mind, the members of CCC participated from the start using reasoned and objective points of view in the exhibitions and consultation exercises (Spring 2005 and February/March 2006) to find a definitive route for the Southern leg of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (AWPR).

We were shocked to find the Minister’s choice of route was not through one of the reserved corridors of Pitfodels or Murtle (either of which was our preference as well as the latter being that of Aberdeen City Council) and

· despite the fact the chosen route was not our preference;

· despite what any member would – or could – do as individuals;

· despite knowing that quite a number of residents living in the east of Culter had joined Road Sense;

after much discussion we decided, that as a representative body we would focus our limited time and resources on maintaining the sustainability and well-being of our community. This would be done through our Roads Sub-group consulting with the AWPR Management Team, Scottish Transport and their consultants Jacobs Babtie and not through attempting to have the road moved.

Our remit/key aims would be:

· ensuring that the high volume if HGV traffic presently using our ‘high street’ would not be replaced by other traffic accessing the AWPR;

· ensuring our minor roads/walking routes would not be closed off or compromised;

· continuing to be as pro-active as possible as well as reactive in these consultations.

The first meeting the CCC Roads Sub-group had with Mr Derick Murray and Mr Graham Edmunds of the AWPR team and Transport Scotland was held on 1st June 2006.  As we expected this first meeting to be for fact-finding and discussion on local knowledge and concerns, we were somewhat surprised when they presented their first preliminary design for the route across the River Dee and passing north between Culter and Milltimber.  This showed that: 

· the junction to the B9077 South Deeside Road, which had been shown previously on the Jacobs Babtie consultation documents and maps, had been removed:

· the junction with the A93 would be situated north of the International School with a slip road giving access from the A93;

· the minor Culter House Road would be joined from the west to the slip road and closed off to the east.

We were thoroughly dismayed to find their proposals appeared in direct opposition to what we considered key in minimising the effects of the AWPR passing so close (approximately 500 metres) from our community.  Despite explaining our concerns and objections at this first meeting (and at subsequent ones) and at exhibitions, the design has remained the same except for some ‘tinkering’ virtually at the ‘cosmetic’ level.

Fortuitously, we were able to have informal discussions with a well-qualified civil and structural engineer (F.R.I.C.E., F.R.I.Strut.E.) who provided us with several alternative drawings on how:

· A grade-separated roundabout

·  could be accommodated on North Deeside Road removing the need for a slip road and traffic lights.

· Consequently this could allow Culter House Road to remain untouched by providing a bridge for it over the AWPR.  This would remove huge concerns expressed by the citizens of Culter as its use would remain unchanged

We took these to the meetings with the AWPR team and asked if they could be analysed by the consultants using their modelling and the results given to us.  These analyses could even have proved that the design being used by the AWPR engineers and not our ideas was the optimum.  The fact that we never received any feedback did nothing to reassure us.

We also asked questions on the paramics model and made suggestions on using Cleanhill Junction to divert traffic using South Deeside Road from the proposed A93/B979 – slip road junction in order to access the AWPR.  We found that the answers were either unconvincing or received so late we could not pursue, or influence, matters. 

The members of CCC therefore wish to have the design of the AWPR from Cleanhill Junction to the AWPR/A93 Junction north of the International School/Kippie Lodge thoroughly and objectively examined and discussed along with our proposals mentioned above so that the design finally reached optimises traffic flow and minimises the negative effects on our community, allowing the benefits we already enjoy to remain.  We consider the concerns we expressed from the start remain pertinent and relevant to the discussion and examination.  They are:

· difficulties in obtaining factual and written responses

· on how data was gathered and its robustness to use in the traffic model and the resultant reliability of the model;

· on the reasons and logic for the proposed route design between Cleanhill Junction and Milltimber Junction (i.e. the remit given and constraints placed on the Consultants/Design Engineers);

· the placement of the A93/AWPR Milltimber Junction to the north of the A93 necessitating the need for a slip road and traffic lights on the A93/B979 junction and the implications this will have on traffic tailbacks especially at commuting times.

· the funnelling of all traffic from the west

· through our village to access the AWPR, bearing in mind the rapidly expanding settlements in Aberdeenshire to the west of Culter;

· and from the South Deeside Road to join the AWPR at the Milltimber Junction having to cross the A93 at the traffic lights to do so.

· Why better use of the Cleanhill Junction could not be made if there is to be no junction of the AWPR with the South Deeside Road.

· the joining of Culter House Road on to the slip road at the Milltimber Junction and the effects this will have on:

· the walkers, cyclists and horses using it (as they do at present) especially in having to negotiate two roundabouts;

· its use/adoption as a Core Path for the city;

· the District Wildlife Sites (DWS) bordering it;

· in encouraging its use as a ‘rat run’;

· in further encouraging developers who are already trying to turn our DWS into housing estates.

Lavina C Massie

Vice-chair

Culter Community Council

Documents, Drawings, Maps etc to be used as reference material.

Copies of relevant newspaper articles starting in 2005 relating to the development of the AWPR

Newspaper article relating to railway lines closed over 40 years ago

Reports and notes of meetings

Correspondence (letters and e-mails) mainly with the AWPR team and Transport Scotland, but also with our MSP and ACC Planning Dept

Aberdeen City Local Plan 2004-2008 

Draft new North East Structure Plan 2008 -
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